United States Department of the Interior
Bureau of Land Management
Washington, D.C. 20240
April 30, 2002

In Reply Refer To:
1730 (630) N

EMSTRANSMISSION 5/03/2002
Instruction M emorandum No. 2002 - 161
Expires: 0930/02

To: All SDs, ADs, and CDs
From: Director, Bureau of Land Management
Subject: Federal Register Notice Publication Policy DD: 07/17/02

Purpose: The purposes of thisInstruction Memorandum (IM) areto:

. List theinstancesin which statute or regulationsrequire usto publish a Federal
Register (FR) notice, and to provide an opportunity for staff to review thislist for
completeness.

. Provide an opportunity for staff and management tocomment on whether we
should continue to publish specific FR notices which are not required by statute or
regulation.

Background: All FR notices are sent to the Washington Office (WO) for Departmental
review and approval befare publication. Thetimerequired for this process hasresulted in
a backlog of notices awaiting publication and in some instances we have had to postpone
meetings because a notice did not appear timely. Asaresult, field offices have asked usto
provide guidance on when we haveto issue a FR notice. Theattachment isa start in that
direction.

Policy/Action: To ensurethat thelist of required FR natice actions (attachment 1) is
complete, we arerequesting each State Office, and Assistant Director (AD) 200 and AD-300
inthe WO toreview thelist and submit to WO-630 any additions along with the regulatory
or statutory citation.

Each State Office, and AD-200 and AD-300 should also review every FR notice action for
which thereisno requirement to publish by statute or regulation but which officeswithin
the States



nevertheless, publish in the FR. Each State and AD-200 and AD-300 should then submit to
WO-630 a list of non-required notice actions for which you would like to continue
publishing

inthe FR and alist of such actionsyou would like to discontinue publishing in the FR. You
should also submit a short rationale for either recommendation.

We want to review instances wher e we publish FR notices when they are not required by
statute or regulation because in these cases a newspaper publication or a letter notice sent
to interested parties might be sufficient.

Following thisinput, the WO will issuean IM containing:

. A final list of notice adionsrequired by statute or regulation that BLM will
continueto publish in the FR;

. A list of non-required notice actionsthat BLM will continueto publish in the FR;
and

. A list on non-required notice actionsthat BLM will no longerpublish in the FR.

TimeFrame You must submit theinformation and the feedback requested above by close
of business on June 17, 2002.

Budget Impact: Not Significant.

Manual/Handbook Sections Affected: Certain Manual/Handbook sections which contain
pertinent language which would no longer be correct asaresult of thisreview would have
to be amended.

Coordination: Therequired reportsfrom each State should be emailed to Frank Bruno,
Regulatory Affairs Group. Questions can bedirected to Frank Bruno, at 202-452-0352,
Kelly Odom, at 202-452-5028 or Michael Schwartz, at 202-452-5198.

Signed by: Authenticated by:

Nina Rose Hatfield Vincent C. Chapman, Jr.

Acting Director Policy & Records Group,
WO-560

1 Attachment:

1- List of Actionsfor which a Federal Register Noticeis Required (8 pp)



